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Starter:  
This is the last sermon in Pastor Mark’s exposition of the seven “signs” in the gospel of John.  As this series has revealed, 
John, more than the other evangelists (i.e. Gospel writers), is interested in interpreting the acts of Jesus (as opposed to 
simply describing them) in order to show that Jesus has mastery over the created order, and over disease, sickness and, 
in the case of Lazarus, over death.  As with all the miraculous “signs” in the Gospel of John, the Biblical narrative of the 
raising of Lazarus points to something beyond the immediate context—it reveals something about Jesus that applies to 
our own lives.  The story of the raising of Lazarus reveals the deep love that Jesus has for His friends (read v.5), and we 
are among them (John 15:15).  Our Christian journey is one where we progressively discover, but never fully understand, 
the love of God.  Can you share a marker in your life where God revealed His great love for you?   
 

Discussion points: 
1. Jesus waited.  Our understanding of how God works is very limited, and so we get fidgety and upset when we 

think that God does not hear our requests.  Our kneejerk reaction is to think that God does not care, or even that 
He does not love us!  Jesus delayed His coming to Martha and Mary in order to show forth His love and His 
power in even greater measures.  Lest anyone misinterpret Jesus’ action in delaying His visit, John inserts: “Now 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus”.  In an unexpected twist, because Jesus loved them it says in v.6 
“So…he stayed…two more days”, the ASV makes the point even clearer when it says: “Therefore…he 
abode…two days”.  Because He loves us, Jesus sometimes delays His response.  Can anyone recount a time 
when in hindsight you saw that Jesus’ timing was perfect, even as you fretted during the waiting? 

2. Jesus went.  In Isaiah 50:7b, as part of the third Servant Song referring to Jesus, we read: “Therefore have I set 
my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.”  The NT counterpart is Luke 9:51b: “Jesus resolutely set 
out for Jerusalem.”  There is more going on in the raising of Lazarus than first meets the eye—it is a precursor of 
Jesus’ death burial and resurrection, which is set in motion immediately after the Lazarus narrative (Jn. 11:53).  
Although Martha and Mary are concerned about their own circumstances (“my” brother), Jesus has the larger 
picture in mind.  How can we make sure that our own circumstances do not come in the way of what Jesus 
is doing on a larger scale? 

3. Jesus wept.  Verse 33 tells us that Jesus was deeply moved when He saw Mary weeping, and the sight of the 
mourners made Jesus weep.  Mary was more contemplative than her sister Martha and she had a special 
connection with Jesus.  God has compassion for all people, but He is particularly moved by those who have a 
deep connection with Him.  Discuss how our relationship with God has a bearing on our prayer life and God’s 
response to our circumstances. 

4. Jesus worked.  In verse 39, Jesus commands: “Take away the stone”.  We sometimes expect God to do 
everything; however, He usually leaves us to do the part that we can do ourselves.  We must pray with faith, and 
faith will always bring us to action (see Heb. 11 for examples of what God did through the actions of His people).  
Even after the miracle, God wants us to be participants in His glory (“Take off the grave clothes and let him go”).  
We must hear God’s commands and respond in practical ways.  Discuss how we can miss opportunities to show 
God’s glory by our lack of response. 

 
Diving Deeper: 
Jesus wants to bring back to life what is now dead.  This can be a marriage, a relationship, a terminal disease, a dream, 
even our prayer life!  We may think that the situation is hopeless, but Jesus specializes in the impossible!  Perhaps there 
is a dream that God birthed in our spirit so long ago that it now seems dead.  Will we allow ourselves to be moved to tears 
once again?  Will we travail in prayer until we groan within ourselves?  As the song says: “Jesus is standing somewhere in 
the shadows, He’s the only one who cares or understands”.  We must realize that He cares, we must pray in faith, we 
must hear His voice and we must respond in practical ways.  Is there someone who would like prayer for Jesus to revive 
what is now dead? 


